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Life, Adventures and Tranſactions 
Robert Ramey, alias Sir Robert Gray, 


From his Birth to his Execution at burn, on Med. 
neſday, the Thirteenth of Fanzary 1741-2, 


CONTAINING, 
J. His Birth and Education; his] Bankers of 75 J. hy * 
being put Apprentice to a Chy- Note in Conj unction with Gus 


miſt; his early Inclination to] and Sands; their flying for 1 
ſame; their being apprthended, 
and brought to Lende, uber 


Tricking ; his getting acquaint- 
ed with Car, &c. 2 2 

ey turn'd Evidence, againſt 
Croſs and Car. 


Their Manner of Living for 
fav FRET ſome Time at Hampſtead, &c. | | 

TY, where Ramey paſs'd tor a Gen- VI. His Acquaintance with Szowed 

tleman of a Eſtate, but not (fince ported) their Journey 

of Age, and Car for his Footman.| to Bri#o/, turning M , 

1 | III. Their Manner of Bilking and | from whence they made off with 

WIE | Robbing ſeveral - Taverns till] a large Part of the Religious 
1 they were detected, and com- Collection, c. ; 

SIR: mitted to Priſon, whence Ram-| VII. A Full Account of the ſe- 

fey made his Eſcape by giving | veral Robberies committed by 


J 


aw 
M4 


the Keeper ſome Laudanum. 

IV. Their Robbing ſeveral Doc- 
tors, Apothecaries, &c. a par- 
ticular Trick Ramſey put upon 
a Lady of Quality. 

V. An Authentic Account of de- 


frauding Mr. Hoare and Comp. 


Robert Ramſey and his Brother 
Yoon, till the laſt committed at 

r. Glynn's in Hatton · Garden. 
In which Jobs was admitted an 
Evidence, and for which Robi. 
Ramſey ſuffer d Death. 


The Whole collected from the Relation of his Bro- 


ther JohN RA MuSs EY, and 


publiſt« to deter O- 


thers from the like wicked Practices. 


— 


— — 
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Printed for H. GoxzHA M, at the Bible in Vins- Office- 


Court, Fleetflireet. 1742. 


(Price Six-Pence). 
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We 


I 
—_ 


2 
yo of the Reaſon of de- 
ferring the Publication 
of this Account, ſo long 
after the Execution of 
the unhappy Subject 


ef; which is, that as ſeveral ſpu- 


ur Accounts, bave been publiſpd of 


„; made from Circumſtances or fic- 
W101 Stories, who think it ub Crime to 
| lad the Criminals who ſuffer the Law 
uh more Infamy, then they really 
F/erve. The Printer hereof far from 
% g ſuch Traſh upon the Public, bas 


n at extraordinary Pains, 7 be in- 
| form'd 
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ora d of the Truth, and to fet ever, 
particular Tranſaction in itt right 
Light, and at the ſame time, that bal 
does nor ag gravate Ramſey's Fair. 
gives a full and true Narration of his 
Villanies, in order to prevent the 
Morld from being deceived in the lil 
Manner, ſo that without Prevaricationg 
be affirms this to be the only true and 
genuine Account of the Life, &c. of Ro- 
bert Ramſey; which it is to be pres 
ſumed, you will the readier believe 
when you confider that is own Brother 
muſt be better acquainted therewith tha ( 
a Stranger. J 
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HE Public is intitled to a particu- 

lar Account of the Lives and Tran- 41414 

actions of thoſe Perſons, who by a 8 14 

Series of Villany have render'd 

kj themſelves infamous, that we may 

be taught to avoid falling into their 

Errors, as well as thoſe who have deferved well 

F Mankind that we may be urged by Example 1 

v emulate them, i 
The following Memoirs are to be rank'd in | 

te” firſt Claſs, and as the Perſon who gives the 

Narration may probably be cenſured for fo do- 

ag, we wou'd offer the following Confiderations s 

0 the World, and then leave it to any impar- 

Judge to determine, whether he is to blame 

not. Brother appearing as Evidence againſt 

R Brother, 0 


K.3 i 


Brother may, at firſt View appear to be bad, but 


when we recolle& that the Perſon condemnea ti 
had been an Evidence before that he drew in his I ": 
Brother by artful Perſwaſions and Inſinuations to ki. 
become an Accomplice in his Deſigns, that there m. 
was a Woman, a third Perſon, concerned who the 


had it in her Power to accuſe them both. This 1; 
joined with the natural Love of Life, which is Lit 
implanted in the Breaſt of us all, will plead an and 
Excuſe, as his giving the following Account f 
proves his Regret of having engaged in ſuch Þ 
pernicious Schemes, and his utter Diſavowal and 
Deteſtation of them for the future, But to pro- 
cced in the Narration. 4 


ROBERT RAMSEY is now about twen-$ 
ty-ſeven Years of Age, being born in the Year . 42 
1714 ; his Family which is very ancient, and re- 
lated to ſeveral of the beſt in Scotland, feem'd to " Cr 
be declining before this unfortunare Youth was Ca; 
born to cloſe it with Infamy and Diſgrace; for a1 
their Father, who was a Baronet, as his Son quai 
has fince pretended to be, found himſelf i ich . 
Poſſeſſion of a very large Fortune, which by . 0 
long Series of Exceſs and Gaming, he reduc'd 
from ſeveral Thouſands a-year to next to Ne 


thing; inſomuch that tho* he took Care to gien © 
his Sons (eſpecially Robert) a very liberal Edu mus 
cation, yet he. left them nothing to ſupport it Need 
ſo that they were put Apprentices to differenW**"/* 
Trades, Robert being a good Scholar was tak" a: 
by two Chymifts in Brookftreet, Groveſnor quart Qly | 
and Jobn the Younger was put to learn the Al i Place 
of Snuff-box making, which lies chiefly amor 2 a ] 
the French Folks. „ther 

letamed 


Befof m 1!l ;; 


* 


Before Robert had ſerved out Half his Appren- 
ticeſnip, his Maſters became Bankrupts, and he 
was turn*d adrift in the World to provide for 
himſelf 3 he got into ſeveral Places as a Journey- 
man, but not being thoroughly acquainted with 
tze Buſineſs 3 he was put to only the Drudgery in 
it; which not ſuiting with his politer Notions of 
Life, ſoon made him grow weary of the Buſineſs, 
and by getting into an idle Sort of a Life he us'd 
to frequent Places of Diverſion about the Town, 
ind it being Summer-time, there was a Compa- 
ny of Comedians which per formed at Hampſtead ; 
among theſe was one Cunningham, a young Lad, 
who was a Singer; Ramſey and he ſoon became 
ntimately acquainted, for Ramſey having a deal 
of jdle Time upon his Hands, he thought it ve- 
ry agreeably paſs'd away in being preſent every 
Night at their Diverſions, which by the Intereſt 
of Cunningham, he was admitted to gratzs. 

Carr who had ſerved ſome of the Performers, 
8a Lad to dreſs them, Sc. by that Means wat 

MW iquainted with Cunningham, and contequently 
ich Ramſey, Carr had before this been turn'd 
af for exerciſing his Talent at the Play-houſe; 
Ind therefore as he could not bear to be idle, and 
och Ramſey and he beginning to want Money, 
bon conferring of Notes they found that their 
enius exactly ſuited each other; and therefore 
Weed to put their Schemes in Practice; but as 
lam ſey was the bell Scholar, had a good Educa- 
won, and could ſay the moſt for himſelf, Carr 
auly ſubmitted the Superiority to him, and in 
ll Places took an Opportunity of telling that he 
sa Bironet's Brother, tho? under Age, and 
Ws then at Law for an Eſtate which was unjuſtly 
Kuned from him; and that his Guardians uſed 
um 111 in not ſapporting him according to his 
B 2 Dig- 
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Dignity. Upon the Strength of this they took 
in ſeveral] People at Hampſtead for Lodging, Rec. 
konings and ſmall Sums of Money, *till they 
Raid ſo long that People began to grow weary eg 
of them, and wiſh the young Baronet had recei- ill te 
ved his Fortune. he 

In ſhort, their Affairs were ſo low reduc'd at gha 
laſt that they were forced to look ſharp for a 7 
Dinner. One Sunday, when they were reduc'd nd 
to this Dilemma, Carr ſpied a Woman going to- elye 
wards the Bakehouſe, with a Ticket pinn'd to her i (ur; 
Arm, and imagining, if he could get the Tic. nic: 
ker, that it would help them to ſomething to I t 
relieve their craving Stomachs, he contrives how en 2 
to get the Ticket, and going up to the Woman eight 
he told her ſome unlucky Rogue or other had uthe 
flung ſomething upon her Gown, and very offici- WM jece 
ouſly pretended to bruſh it off with his Hand, and WM thi; | 
at the ſame Time very dexteroufly flipp*d off the ad b 


Ticket: The Woman was very full of Thanks dym 
for the Favour, and meeting with a Friend, ſneſ gor: 
never miſs'd the Ticket, but weat into theChand4 boph 
jer's Shop to refreſh herſelf with a Dram, which M(cry 
gave Carr an Opportunity to. go to the Bake fulty 
houſe which was a pretty Way up the Town, andiunde; 
there producing his Ticket, he found in return A 0 
a very fine Pidgeon Pye ready drawn, which hee Sce 
whipp'd down a back Lane with to their Lodg t the 
ing, and regaicd his faſting Companions. 


They play'd ſeveral Pranks of the like Na 
ture, during their Stay there without being di 
cover'd; but the Summer growing towards 4 
End, and their Credit being ſtretch'd to the Ut 
moſt they thought proper to retire, and go 
Search of other Adventures ; all Manner of By 
ſincſs was groen irkſome to them, and this 1d 
Way of Life was ail they delighted *. Caro 
aving 


(9) 


hving by ſome Means or other raiſed a little 

Money, agreed to try his Fortune at my Lord 
M--n's Gaming- Table in Covent-Garden ; a Col- 
ege which hath bred up more young Fellows to 
the Gallows, beſides Carr and Ramſey, and which 
whoever frequents bids fair for meriting in ſome 
Shape or other. 

Their Succeſs among that Crowd of Bubbles 
ind Iniquity however enabled them to equip them- 
elves for Exploits of another Nature; Ramſey 
during the Time he had been inſtructed in Chy- 
miſtry found Means to diſcover the worſt Part of 

chat is he had got a Liquid which being laid 
m a Guinea, half Guinea or ſo, wou'd eat off 
aighteen Penny- worth, or two Shillings, of Gold 
mthout defacing the Coin, or being in the leaſt 
meceptible, unleſs by Weight. They continued. 
WJ is Practice a conſiderable Time with Succels, 
ad by this Means Ramſey being expert in ſome 
WOymical Terms endeavour'd to perſuade ſeveral 
W vorant People that he was poſſeſſed of the Phi- 


MW %pher's Stone; and one of their Tricks here 


rves Mention, which if they had never been 
iy of any worſe, the World wou'd not have 
wademned them for. 

A certain Publican who had run thro* moſt of 
lie Scenes of low Life. and was ſet up in a Part 
i the Town where none but K»owing Ones (as he 
rms 'em) can poſſibly live; gave Harbour to 
ey, and his Companions, he ſeeing them 
"ly fluſh of Money, and finding that they did 
t go upon any Lay, took the Liberty one Day 
HK his Gueſts, by what Method they ſubſiſted 
Much a Manner, and that if they had any Ways 
Means that were new, and which he was un- 
anted with (tho? he thought he knew then 
4 If they wou'd let him into the Secret, he 

wou'd 
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wou'd make 'em a handſome Preſent, and pro. 1 
miſe ro keep it an inviolable Secret; Romſey 
ſeemed very backward to conſent, and put him MII, 
off The Inquiry as much as poſſible z; the more 


; ; 
they ſcrupled to tell him, the more he was preſ- A 
fing to know; at length by the perſuaſive Elo- *% 


ucnce of a Crown Bowl of Punch, and in order WI 
to oblige ſo dear a Friend as him, tho” they wou'd 


ole 
not do it to any other Perſon in the World upon raid 
any Conſideration whatever; but they valued his A 


Friendſhip at ſo high a Rate that if he wou'd 4 
ſwear Secreſy even from his Wife, they wou'd$ 
tell him; he eagerly ſwallow'd the Bait, and then 
Ramſey in great Confidence aſſur'd him that he 
had found out a chymical Preparation that an- 
ſwer'd all the Ends of the Philoſopher's Stone 
and would convert the baſeſt Metal into Gold, 
and that if he wou'd be concern'd with them hd 
ſnou'd equally partake of the Profits, he very 


lng t 
In the 
vente 


l s! 
readily conſents, and to work they go with th g 
Diſhes, Plates, Pots, Sauſepans, Sc. which then 
really converted into Gold by the Aſſiſtance oH Han, 
the Broker, and gave him but a very {mall SharF7.,.. 
of the Profit; the Wife ſtorms at ſeeing be z h. 
Houſe thus ſtripp'd by her Huſband's Conſenſi o . 
and gets no other Anſwer than that ſhe may hol kitche 
her Tongue. For that they are diſpos'd of to Dee 
tain Riches, and that if ſhe continues to grumbl Ink 
thus, the ſhall ſhare none of the good Fortung Lady u 
So the Poor Woman is forc'd to be quiet, and e to 
a little Time her wite Huſband is oblig'd to que Mor 
huis Houſe, and look out for another Cale. r, an, 
Rainſey being tired of thus ſkulking . wou? 
bout, upon this Succeſs he cquipps himfelf like betr Se 
Gentleman, and takes upon himſelf the Title . . 
ir Revert Gray, and Carr appeai'd as his Foo lms 


man; and in this Diſguiſe they uſed to go pH 


hay... 
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down to Taverns, run up a Reckoning, then 
watch their Opportunity and bilk them, carrying 
of with them Spoons, Salts, or whatever elle 
iced them. They had various Methods of do- 
ng this, either ſitting in a Room next the Street, 
ind ſo take their Opportunity to eſcape out of 
Window, or by ſending the Drawer on {ome fri- 
yolous Pretence, come down, and ſay they had 
paid him. But their common Way was in put- 
ing on the Gentleman and Ramſey's laying that 
is Father lived in ſuch a Place, and he had ex- 
pected a Perſon to bring him Money, who had 
appointed him, but if he would ſend his 
Drawer home with them, his Reckoning ſhou'd 
be diſcharged, but as it was late he was not wWil- 
ing to diſturb the Houſe, therefore he would call 
n the Morning and pay it, his Appearance and 
genter! Behaviour pleaded in his Behalf, and by 
nis Means he got free at ſeveral Places, tho? 
wad te worit happen'd and the Drawer ſhou'd go 
With hem they were provided againſt it. As for 
nitance, they were once upon this Footing at a 
levern near Leiceſter Fields, where after Kamſcy 
nd n1s Miſlreſs had had an elegant Supper Carr 
W0 was the Footman was ſent to wait in the 
kitchen where it was his Buſineſs to make what 
Vete he conveniently cou'd. When they had 
rank a Bottle after Supper and it grew late, the 
ay was difmiſs'd, and Ramſey rung for the Ma- 
to go up. He told him that he was ſhort 
Money, but that his Father lived in Veſtmin- 
„ and if he wou'd fend the Drawer with him 
c vou'd pay him the Money. Now this was 
aur Scheme, they had found out a large empty 
we in Weſtminſter, by the Water Side, and 
s Cue was when he ſaw his Maſter did nos 
aully COme down, tO get aA and be read 0 
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thete againſt they came. He did fo then, and 
the Maſter of the Tavern not having altogether 
ſo much Faith as ſome of his Fraternity had hag ft 
before him, ſent the Drawer with him; Ranſof 
walks along with the Drawer very contentedlyil 
knowing his Companion wou'd be ready for him, 
and when they came there, after he had knock'd : 
at the Door two or three Times; Carr came to 


. G 
1 $ 
3 
= 
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the Door quite undreſs'd and yawning as if he u 
were juſt wak' d out of his Sleep, and telling him, '* 
that his Father was gone to Bed very angry ati hu 
his being out ſo late, Ramſey begg'd the Drawer 0 
that he wou'd not diſturb the Family, but aſſured i il 
him if he wou'd wait at the Door a few Minutes der 


he would fetch him his Money; accordingly they n 
went in, and having a Boat waiting at the Tard en 
Door to the Water fide they got in, row'd away 
and never troubled themſelves about the pooſ 
Drawer. And bilking of Chairmen and Hacks 
ney Coachmen was a daily Practice with them. 

They continued this Practice two or three Tea 
without being apprehended, or any thing materi 
AM happening, 'till they were met with at laſt a 
the Croſs Keys Tavern in Holbourn, where Ram: 
came in a Coach with a Lady, attended by hi 
Footman Carr ; he ordered a Supper and wit 
that and Wine the Reckoning came to about 
Guinea; Carr according to Cuſtom was order' 


into the Kitchen, and his Maſter very kind long t 
ſent him ſome Wine, Carr ſoon laid hold of he lenj 
Spoon and made ſome Excuſe to get away, but hi 
the poor Baronet got into a woful Pickle, for W*rtain 


had eſcap'd out of Window but was perceivaghuch | 
by the Drawer who followed him, he had et in t 
into a Yard where he was entirely at a Log, 4 lat M 
not knowing which way he went, he ran diret dere v 


into a Horfepond ; finding that he cou'd not Mat he 
ſcan ficien 


13) 


ſcape, and tizg Drawer continued abuſing him 
and called fo* Help, he puts on a Reſolute Air 
and cries, d d—e Siri Iam a Gentleman, 
'\zrefor- hough I have done a wrong Thing yet 
it ike a Gentleman, Upon this the Maſter 

nim to come out; which he did, and 

tiey got him ſome clean Things to put on, and 
uſed him very civilly, in return of which, he 
told him, that if he wou*d ſend the Drawer with 
him to Weſtminſter, he had a Gentleman there who 
wou'd pay him the Money. They ſeemed un- 
willing to truſt him, but upon the Drawer's un- 
dertaking to eſcorte him ſafe, the Maſter at length 
conſented, While this was in Agitation, he was 
contriving all the Methods he cou'd to give them 
the Slip, for he was doubtful what was become 
of Carr, and whether their uſual Stratagem of 
their empty Houſe and the Boat wou'd ſucceed 
Or ee they walk*d forwards to Meſt- 
iter, and Ramſey endeavouring to get away 
fem the Drawer, the Fellow very reſolutely car- 
tes him before Juſtice Deveil who thought proper 

to commit him to the Gatehouſe, ſome ſhore 
Time afterwards Carr was apprehended and com- 
nitted to Tot hill Fields Bridewell; Carr no ſooner 
band himſelf confined, but being conſcious to 
limſelf, that they had follow'd this Courſe ſo 
long that ſomebody muſt appear againſt them, 
te ſent Word to the Juſtice that if he would ad- 
mit him he wou*d turn Evidence, and this he had 
certainly done and ended, Mr. Ramſey's Reign 
much ſooner than it now hath been; if he had 
dot in the Interim made the Keeper drunk, and by 
lat Means eſcaped. When Carr was got off, 
dere was no other Evidence againſt Ramſey, 
Wat he committed at the Croſs Keys not being 
ficient, the Juſtice thinking him to be a great 
'S Oftender, 


him. | | 


bliged to take his Route further oft, and "Ramey 


mitted with Udal was as followeth (tho' thisf 


Fas. 4 


(14 
Offender, yet for want of Evidence was obliged, 


ay 


tho* very much againit his Wi to diſcharge 
Carr upon his Eſcape from Pridemell was o- 


was ſometime at a Loſs or a Companion, at lat 8 
he found one to his Mind, one Uaal who is ſin B 


hanged. | 4 


The only Thing of any Note which he com- | 


{ 


0 
la 


has been laid to the Charge of one Llucllin, who "« 


was ſince executed, yet the World may be aſſu-W 


red, that Ramſey. and Udal were the Perſons '*: 
who did it) Udal was now his Footman, in Vi 
ſtead of Carr, and he having been bred a Watch ©! 


maker got acquainted with a Servant of Lady = 
M—e's: in Sobs Square, by mending his Watch Nis 
for him, and finding that his Lady was ill, and Pre 
attended by Dr. P-mbt-ee, he acquainted an bt 
with it, and withal that there was a large, Quant et 
ty of Plate to come at, if they could contrivg lavi 
cleverly, Ramſey was not long in putting it i and 
Exccution, but took Coach, attended by h them 
Foot man Laal, but firſt of all he had procure ¶ rel. 
a black Suit of Cloaths, and endeavoured to af Lady 
pear as like a Doctor as poſſible, and in me 
Manner he went to the Lady's. Her Diſten ud n 
per had fell into her Eyes, and therefore Kam What 
pretended, that his Father old Dr. P- My B 
thought of ſomething which would be very Skt 


viceable to her, and not being able to attend 
Ladyſhip himſelf, had ſent him (his Son) to 4 
miniſter it, This Meſſage was carried up t0.9 
Lady, who immediately order'd the young L 
tor to be ſheun up into her Room; Udal 
invited into the Kitchen by the - Servants, 
Ramn/cy went up Stairs; he applied bim 1 

F a 


al 


handily to adminiſter the Remedy, and told her 
Lady ſhip that it was proper, after the laying on 
the Specific, that ſhe ſhould keep herſelf com- 
poled, and as much as poſſible in the Dark, for 
that. too much Light wou'd render it ineffectual ; 
hc was very glad to try any Thing that wou'd 
do her good, and eſpecia lly as it came as ſhe 
thought from Dr. P—ee, Remſey, after laying 
her cad back upon a Pillow, claps two Guineas 
on her Eycl:ds to Keep them ſhut whiltt he cou'd 


tak: 4 SULVEY of the Room; this being done, 


he with a ſmall Feather, anoints her Eyelids with 
the Snuff he had prepar'd, which was calculated 
rather to ſhut than open her Eyes; the Room 
was immediately darkened, and ſhe lay down ta 
compoſe herſelf, he tare by her for ſome Time 
ing her if ſhe found any Benefit from his Ap- 
WM pliance, which ſhe acknowledged ſhe had; (ſo 
prevalent is Fancy in ſuch Caſes oftentimes, ) 
Wl it whether the Patient received any Good or 


not the Doctor was reſolved that he wou*d, and 


having hefore mark'd where her Gold Watch 
and Diamond Buckle lay, he very orderly puts 
them in his Hat, with his Handkerchief ſpread 
creleſsly over them, and taking his Leave of the 
Lady walks very orderly down Stairs; when he 
came down his Footman Udal was called, who 
nad not been idle, but made himſelf Maſter of 
what ſtragling ſilver Spoons he cou'd meet with 
amy Body wou'd have Thought, that this Booty 
might have ſatisfied Mr. Ramſey at one Time; 
bat he ſaw a Sideboard of Plate in the Parlour, 
ad was not willing to leave the Houſe before he 
had made what he cou'd of it, and accordingly 
pretending that he was very dry, deſired the 
Footman to give him ſome Table Bccr, which 
$111 he was gone to draw, Mr, Ramſey and his 
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Footman made bold to convey all the Plate they 
conveniently cou'd to the Amount of about 50 J. 
into the Coach, then drinking his Beer in the 
Hall, he gave the Footman a Crown, and very 
genteely drove off with all his Plunder, which 
was very conſiderable, for he afterwards ſold the 
Girdle Buckle alone for 80 Guineas. 

Uaal and he were concerned together in ſeveral 
other Things of the like Nature, 'till Udal got 
into a Scrape for ſomething he had tranſacted by 
himſelf, and was obliged to abſcond; and Cary 
thinking that by this Time the Remembrance of 
him was pretty well wore out, ventured to appear 
again in Town: Ramſey was very glad to meet 
his Acquaintance, but thought that as they had 
ſufficiently tired out the Taverns, they muſt not 
attempt any more Works of that Kind, and 
therefore propoſed another Method, adding, that 
he thought his Knighthood grew troubleſom to 
him, and he wou'd very willingly part with his 
fictitious Dignity 'till he ſaw a proper Time to 
reſume it, and that in the mean Time they wou'd 
not impoſe on the Innocent, but on thoſe, who 
like themſelves liv'd by Impoſitions, tho? tl 
were within the Law meaning the Quacks 
Pretenders to Phyſick ; and in Purſuance of thi 
Reſolution they agreed to go a clacking the Door 
(as they calPd it : : 

Their firſt Attempt in their new Undertaking 
was upon a famous Hand- bill Doctor in Ratcliffe 
Highway, Carr was to repreſent a young Gentle. 
man who was Clerk to an eminent Merchant of 
the City, and to ſay that he had met with a Miſ- 
chance in the Wars of Venus, and by Ramſey's 
Recommendations (who had before experienc'd 
the Efficacy of the Doctor's Preſcriptions) that 
he applied to him for Relief in his Circumſtanc%, 
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A depended upon his Skill for a Cure, and his 
ideliry to keep it ſecret, and accordingly they 
nt to his Houſe, where the Maid informed 


dem that her Maſter was very ill, but that the 
Wiſe they came about required Diſpatch, ſhe 


xd pat to their Purpoſe the Doctor Was in a 
und Sleep, they did not think proper to wake 
im, but ſeeing his Gold Watch hang upon 
Weonce, they made bold with that, which pleas'd 

m better than all the Advice he cou'd have 
ren them, they went away very well ſatisfied, 
ud without being aſk'd any Queſtions. This 
ess embolden'd them, and having learat Mr. 
„. -s Name and Circumſtances who keeps 
hop in Hanover - Street, Lang- Acre, they watch'd 
opportunity when he was out, and knowing 
WW oaly his Daughter was at Home, they very 
nidently went to the Shop, and aſking if he 
8 at Home, ſaid, they had got a Recipe for 


ill in his Profeſſion they wanted him to make 
immediately ; his Daughter told them that 


kaled to 
Mcehou 
pand ca him. They accepted of the Invita- 


in and fit down, he was but ata 


u was officiouſly gone to fetch her Father they 
e as induſtrious to ſnatch up what they cou'd 
which was a'Suit of Cloaths and a Tye 
E: This was but a ſmall Booty, but they 
yd at ſmall Game, rather than ſtand out, and 
urch*d off undiſcover'd. 
Another Time Carr was dreſs'd up like a 
try Man, and Ramſey as a Phyſician, their 
ea then was upon one Mr, R—!'s in Bond- 
| otreet, 


wid fhew them up'to his Chamber 8¹ they went, 


me Medicine, and being informed of his great 


Father was not at Home but if they would be 
the Neighbourhead, and ſhe wou'd 


n, to be ſure, and while the young Gentlewo- 


0187). 
Street, and they waited ſome Time before he 
went out, ſo long, that they thought they muff 
quit their Enterprize for that Time ; bur a: lf 
unluckily for him he went to viſit ;vome Pauens 
and no ſooner was he gone, but Dr Racy into 
duces his Patient. The Maid nor in the las! 
ſuſpecting any thing ſhew'd them into the P. 
lour, and deſir'd them to ſtay *al! her Mig 
ſhou*d return; Carr pretended to be vers iff 
and Ramſey ſhew'd the tendereit Concern mag 
able for his Patient, at length he told the Mai 
if ſhe wou'd get a Pint of warm Ale, he wo! 
give him ſome Drops that wou'd give him imme 
_ diate Eaſe ; the Maid very readily went to t 
Alehouſe for the Pint of Ale, and the ſhat 
Doctor and his Patient march*d off with there 
one's Seringe, a Silver Hilted Sword, a Watc 
a Tankard, a. Tie Wig and a Suit of Cjoaths 
the Wig being a very good one, Rajn/cy had 
alter*d, and wore it himſelf. | 
Another Time as they were walking alon 
ſeeking what they could find, they obſcrved 
Gentleman juſt come out of the Country at 
Inn-Door calling a Porter, and Kamſey liſte 
to the Inſtructions which were given him; wh 
were to take his Portmanteau and carty it to 
nival's Inn in Holborn, they immediately poll 
away to get to the Place before the Fellow, Ac 
ſey went into the Coffee-houſe to wait, and (4 
ſtaid at the Door to give Notice when the #0! 
came with the Portmanteau, they had not Wall 
long before the Fellow came, and Carr be 
curſing and ſwearing at him for not coming'% 
er, telling him that his Maſter was very ang 
The Porter made a great many Exculcs, 
ſeem'd loath to deliver it *till Ramſey ca me i 
Door, and ſeconding his Man Carr 4 


1 
"i | 


if 


porter deliver it to his Footman, who did accor- 
liogly, and being paid for his Trouble went a- 
way very well ſatisfied; they immediately carried 
WT | to their Lodgings and ſound ſome Linnen and 
cer Things of Value, and three hundred Pouuds 


Money; this was divided equally between 


rm, and they equipp'd themſelves like Gentle- 
men, but Ramſey being apprehenſive that ſome 
erſons at the Coffe-houſe knew him, and that 
al ©; thetr Means the Porter might diſcover the Af- 
r, they agreed to go into the Country, and try 
phat they cou'd do there; they got acquainted 
vith one H—es a young Fellow whoſe Friends 
had provided handfomely for him, but by his 
Extravagance and frequenting that fatal Houle in 
the Piazza, Covent Garden, he had run thro?” all 
had, and contracted this Acquaintance, which 

ad very near brought him to the Gallows, H—es 

as reduced to Neceſſity, and ſeeing Ramſey al- 
s have Money at Command, and knowing 
che had no ways of getting it, but by Gaming, 

ad that even there he frequently loſt conſidera- 

Ve Sums, made Uſe of the Friendſhip he had 
are unliappily contracted with them to enquire 
"hey managed to appear ſo decently, and 
of” mand ſuch Plenty of Money, without any 
le Income, Ramſey finding him fit for his 
ee, told him the various Methods they 


Fro and invited him to accompany them; 


1 iy contented and they ſet out for Co- 
3 ey was created a Baronet again, Carr 
te his priſtine Eſtate of a Footman, 
.-» Companion was the Baronet's Gen- 
dad ſome Time up and down the 
ouding the Money they had got with- 
y new Booty, till they got to 
but up there at one of the beſt 
8 Inns, 


4 

| | 

j; 

4 
i| 
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Inns, and told the Story over again which thei 
had practiſed ar Hempſtead, they lived in an ed 
gant Manner *till' their Money began to fall hor 
and beſides that they had run up a pretty larg ö 
Score; Ramſey finding no other Way to get offi 


| 
had Recourſe to the old Method which has beg. 
too long practiſed with Succeſs, that is telling ti 
Landlord that he had ſome Pieces of Gold of pa 
ticular Coin and that he wou*d leave them in hi A 
Hands *till he ſhou'd go to London, and then e 10 
wau?d either return or ſend and redeem them, bi ( 
that as he ſhou'd want Money in the mean Tim e 
if he, the Landlord wou'd advance him fo mu 0. 
he wou'd pay that and the Bill together; the ,, 
Project ſucceeded, and the Whole amounted Wl 1 
about 400 J. in lieu of which they left him a BW ,. 
of Leaden Pieces, Cc. and came triumphantly WII ble 
way. 

Luckity for their Companion Hes when th 8 
came to Town, his Friends who had got ſo qui 
Notion of what Courſe of Life he was concen wr 
in, got him away and perſwaded him to go too H 
of our Colonies where they had provided a han one 
ſome Poſt for him, and which certainly fa and 
him from inevitable Deſtruction, had he ſtaid. C-, 

Their being in Town produced no extnq but 
dinary Exploit, till they counterfeited a Drau Mr. 
upon Meſſieurs Hoare, &c. in Fleet-ffreet ; bi that 
Ramſey and Carr frequented the Gaming Ta then 
in Covent Garden, and lived chiefly by that, ned 
being pretty often playing at Billiards; du" vor: 
this Space of Time they became acquainted VI No, 
Thomas Creſs, the unhappy Perſon who is "i tine: 
confined in Newgate on that Affair, and ag tne, 
whom and Carr, Ramſey was admitted an emp 
dence; they us'd to frequent ſeveral Pub i: 4, 


Houſes together, particularly one in Aranader ff 
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Croſs who like the reſt had brought himtelf to 


Beggary by Extravagancies, gave out in Speech- 


es that he had a near Relation beyond Sea who 
wou'd take him from the low Fortune he had been 
in for ſome Time, which was that of a Footman, 
and by giving him an Education render him able 
= to go over to him, and tranſact his Buſineſs, 
= whether this was true or not we cannot tell, how- 
erer this is certain that he was inſtructed in Wri- 
= ting, Sc. and by that Means got into Buſi neſs, 
he was for ſome Time with a Gentleman who had 
Chambers in the Temple, and by whom he was 
entruſted with confiderable Sums of Money with- 
out embezzling any, But notwithſtanding he 
might have otherwiſe done very well, yet the 
Debts he had contracted by Keeping ſuch extra- 
vagant Company as Ramſey, &c. made him una- 
ble to Keep his Place, and that Reaſon only oblig- 
ed him to quit it. This was about twelve- months 
before he was tried for the Forgery. When he had 
quitted this Place, he could not eſcape his Credi- 
tors, but was arreſted and carried to a Spunging 
Houſe in Grecer's Alley; he was viſited there by 
one Mr. Davis, who found his Companions Carr 
and Ramſey with hiin, and among other Diſcourſe 
Croſs was obſerving, that he had been entruſted 
but the Day before with a large Sum of Money of 
Mr. Payne's in Portugal Pieces, and wiſhing that 
that Money had been his own, and he need not 
nen have been in ſuch Circumſtances; Ramſey im- 
mediately replied that he was a D—d Fool he had 
dot run away with it, upon which Croſs anſwer'd, 
No, he wou'd not forfeit his Character for ten 
mes the Sum. However Croſs, as we may ima- 
dne, by the Perſwaſions of Ramſey and his Ac- 
"mplices was induced to counterfeit the Draught 
Winch he now lies in Newgate ; he had by be- 
D ing 
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( 22 
ing entruſted by the Gentleman whom he ſerved 
as Clerk an Opportunity of doing Buſineſs for Mr. 
Payne, and which was the Reaſon that Mr. Poyye 8 
repoſed ſuch a Confidence in him; and the Fact 
for which he ſuffer'd was as follows. On Thur/. 
day the 1oth of Jan. 1737 Mr. Payne paid into 
Mr. Hear:*s Shop 340 J. this Sum of Money Croſs i 
carried in Company with him, and was the Sum 
which he afterwards mentioned upon his being ar- 
reſted ; Mr. Payne took a Note for the Money l 
that he might draw it out again, in ſmall Sums as 
he ſhould want it, but it being paid in Portuga! 
Money, Mr. Payne was told that when he drew 
for it, he muſt draw for Portugal Money; and 


Mr. Payne wrote his Name in their Book, . Crojs Ml | 
was preſent during this Time, and look'd over al 
the Book while Mr. Payne wrote his Name, whe- be 
ther Croſ then conceived a Thought of counter- WM 
feiting Mr. Payne's Hand, or whether it was ſome th. 
Days after is not known, but the Money was paid WW de. 


in on the 10th of Jan. and the Draught bears WI an: 


date the 12th, as the following Copy will ſhew. dic 
Fan. 12. 1737. boo 

Pray pay to Mr. Abram Jones, or Berer the dun Mi 
ef 751. and place the ſame to the Account of WM © 
Your Humble Servant ſom 

William Payne. chat 

To Meſs. Hoare and Comp. in Fleet-ſtreet. la. 

To be paid in Portugal Money. of 5, 

The Money to this Draught was paid at Mr vert. 
Hoare's Shop, and equally divided between them Hou 
but the Particulars of this Tranſaction we ſhall de they 
fer till they were taken, and then relate it from crocs 
Ramſey's own Evidence. En 
This Money being paid without any Scruplſi bey 
they fancied they could purſue this Method wi ertiſ 


Safety, and Ramſe) made an Attempt or two © 
tal 


"#9 -3 


the ſame Kind which ſucceeded likewiſe, but up- 
on ſending Carr with a Note for 125/. he was 
ſtopp'd, and with much Difficulty eſcaped, how- 
ever being known this blow'd all their Deſigns, a 
Reward was offered fome Time afterwards for the 
apprehending them, and deſcribing their Perſons 
very particularly; Croſ had been gone into the 
Country ſoon after they had received the Money, 
fearing the Conſequences, which he might juſtly 
dread. 

Ramſey and Carr finding they were cloſely pur- 
ſuzd, inſomuch that going into a Houſe in Arun- 
del Street, when the Advertiſement came out, 
they were afraid of heing taken, and immediate- 
ly went and procured themſelves Sailors Habits, 
and made their Eſcape out of Town, They had 
been at Coventry before as the Baronet and his 
Man, and as they had done nothing to hurt them 
there, they thought that wou*d be a proper Ren- 
dezvouz for them; accordingly thither they went, 
and Ramſey by his genteel Behaviour, and ſplen- 
did Appearance, adding the Charms of a Title, 
ſoon made himſelf Maſter of the Affections of 
Miſs M—d, a young Lady of that Place of a 
conſiderable Fortune : he purſued his Amour for 
ſome Time with uncommon Succeſs, inſomuch 
that he got two Diamond Rings from her worth 
a large Sum, and beſides them inveigled her out 
of 900 J. in Money at Times; bur ſeeing the Ad- 
vertiſements reach Coventry, and fearing they 
hou'd be known, notwithſtanding their Diſguiſes, 
they thought it adviſeable to decamp, and go 
croſs the Country another Way; fo they left Co- 
entry and went away towards Lancaſhire ; but here 
ey were as bad off as ever, for Mr. Hoare's Ad- 


ertiſe ment had reach'd this Part ef the Country 
D 2 before 


— — ˙ 3 — 0 0 S * * —_— 


( 24 


before them, and they were both apprehended 
and committed to Lancaſter Goal, where having 
Money they were treated handſomely, and al- 
lowed more Liberty than the reſt of the Priſoners, 


which they made uſe of accordingly, for by ſome 
Means or other they got ſome Laudanum, and 
our Sham Baronet pretending that his Relations 
were coming up from Scotland te clear him from 
this Imputation, for Joy thereof invited the Keep-- 
ers to Supper, where the Glaſs going briſkly Þ 
round, they applied their perpared Dole, which 
had the deſir'd Effect. Whilſt the Keepers were | 
aſleep, they made their Eſcape. They immediate- | 
ly went away towards Liverpoel thinking to light | 
of ſome Shipping there, and ſo probably get a- | 
way; next Day they met with Croſs at a Place 


called Eaſtbam Boathouſe over againſt Liverpool; 


and there Croſs told RaW/ey that he flew for fear 


of any Accident that might happen, and that he 


was more afraid of Carr than him, and upon en- | 


quiring what brought them there ? Ramſey told 


him of the Advertiſements in the Papers and the | 


Reward oficred, which till then Cro/s knew no- 
thing of. Upon this they agreed to go all together 
to Cheſter, and ſo to Ireland, but the Keepers 
were ſo cnraged at their Eſcape that the whole 
Country round were raiſed, and lay in wait for 
them, and they were all taken, and carried to 
Cheſter Goal, where they lay *till Word was ent 
up to London, and they were accordingly brought 
up under a Guard to the Axe Inn in Aldermanbury; 


from whence they were carried before a Magi- 


ſtrate, where Ramſey was admitted an Evidence, 


Car was ſent toNewgate,andRamſey to the Compieſ. 


While Ramſey was in the Compter, a pool up, 
happy Man one C—lze—x was confin'd there for 


Pebt, and Ramſey took this Opportunity to n 
| grea 
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W creat with his Wife; this was their firſt Acquain- 
ice, which I mention here becauſe I ſhall have 
Occaſion to mention her more particularly here- 
iter. : 
When the Seſſions came on, which was in May 
1728, Croſs and Carr were call'd down to their 
Tral, and among other Evidences againſt them 
hd the Mortification to ſee their Friend Ramſey. 
(zry was tried firſt, and the Jury brought in their 
Verdict Special. They found the Facts as follow, 
That Richard Carr on the 26th of Jau. then laſt, 
tered and publiſhed as true, the forged Note 
kt forth in the Indictment with Intent to deceive 
Mefirs. Hoare, and Arneld of 75 1. that at the 
Time of uttering and publiſhing the Same, he 
knew it to be falſe and counterfeit ; that he the 
ad Car, by Vertue of that counterfeit Note did 
receive of William Atkinſon then Servant to Mr. 
Hare and Comp. the Sum of 751. being the 
Money of Meflrs. Hoare and Arnold; That 
4.166. Part of the ſaid Sum was paid in Poriu- 
Coin, and the remaining 45. in current and 
ful Money of Great Baitain, referring Points 
it Law to the Judgment of the Court. The 
ext Day Croſs was brought down to the Old Bai- 
% to be tried for the ſame Fact. After Mr. 
res Clerk had proved what was neceſſary on 
ls Part, and other Perſons were called to prove 
e Draught a Counterfeit ; Ramſey appeared and 
Ke his Evidence, as follows: | 
| know the Priſoner very well; the firſt Time 
ever ſaw this Note was on Thurſday the 26th of 
an. laſt; on that Thurſday Morning Carr (who 
as trie d laſt Night for this Fact.) and I met in 
"ua! according to Appointment, as we were 
"king on one Side of the Hall, we met the Pri- 
Wer, and one Sands. After we had talk'd oy 
ther 
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ther for ſome Time, the Priſoner drew this Note 

out of his Pocket, and ſaid if you'll undertaxe ; 
to receive this Note, I can draw for Thouſand : 
upon Others. I faid it wou'd be hazardous andi 
dangerous, and that I did not care to undertakę i 
it, we conſul ted together about it; and at laſt io 
was agreed that Carr and I ſhou'd go to the Che. 
valier's Billiard Table in Mecorfields, and we were 1 
to play *cill the Priſoner had loſt a certain Sum i to 
Carr; then he was to offer Carr the Note, anꝗ p 
tell him he might go and receive that Note, andi in; 


he wou'd pay him what he had loſt. The Rea be 
ſon of this Proceeding was, That if Carr ſnou et 
be detected when he went with the Note, off Nc 
ſhou'd be call'd in Qaeſt ion about it, the WomalY hin 
who keeps the Billiard Table ſhou*d be a WitneW fon 
for him. According to our Agreement, C Hes 
and I went that Day to the Billiard Table ang lie 

lay'd : In ſome little Time the Priſoner and e 
Friend Sands follow'd us, and he the Priſon Car 
challeng'd Carr to play; in about an Hour Co but 
won 30/7. of the Priſoner and then Carr demang Mor 
ing the Money he had won, The Prilou te ec 
threw down this Note, telling him he had b. tl 
Money enough about him to pay him, but WM hoy} 
might take that Note upon Mr. Hoare, and ed 
might go and receive it, and might pay himſeſi and t. 
Carr told the Priſoner it was Dinner Tin for V 
however if he wou'd go to the Three Tuns nenti 
New Sireet, Fetter Lane, and take a Dinner, ¶ xceiv 
wou'd go when he had din'd; Upon this Mud { 
Priſoner, I, Carr, and Sands, went to the bare 
Tuns, and called for a Room, and I think Thi 
had Part of a Fillet of Veal for Dinner: Bi bund 
we had half din'd the Priſoner ſeem'd uneaſy, Witt $ 
on which Cary ſaid — Give me the Note- Ide | 


and Fortune be my Guide. 
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The Priſoner gave him the Note, and he im- 
mediately went out with it; Sands followed him 
at a Diſtance, and if he ſhou'd be ſtopp'd, he 
was to have come back, and given us Intelligence 
that we might have made off: The Priſoner and 
| waited for Car's Return ſome little Time, then 
began to be uneaſy; ſo I went down to the 

A Door, where I met Car; he was come back, and 
od us the Buſineſs was done, the Note wou'd be 
bl paid, only it wanted a little Thing, called an 
1 indorſement, and when that was done, it wou'd 
be paid, With Perſuaſion I wrote on the Back 
of the Note—Abram Irons. Then Car took the 
Note, and went with it again, Sands follow'd 
him at a Diſtance, I followed Sands, and the Pri- 
ſoner followed me; but before we got near Mr. 
Hoart's, Car was come out with the Money in 
his Handkerchief: Upon this we went back to 
the Three Tuns, where Croſs the Priſoner told 
Carr he had made a Blunder, for he had brought 
but 74 J. 65. inſtead of 73 IJ. Upon dividing the 
Money, a Diſpute aroſe, whether we ſhould all 
de equal Sharers, and the Priſoner inſiſted upon 
I, that as we were all equally concerned, we all 
hould be equal Sharers. When he firſt produ- 
& the Note, he produced it as a forg*d Note, 
and told us he had paid Money in at Mr. Hoare's 
br Mr. Payne ſome Time before, but he did not 
mention the particular Time; out of the Money 
kceived, we had each of us Five 31. 12 Pieces, 
A ſome ſmall Money, and the Priſoner had his 
are, 

The Fact was plainly proved, and Croſs was 
bund guilty, notwithſtanding Car's Verdict was 
et Special; but Croſs has been ſince reipited to 
ode by the Special Verdict. 


D 


Thus 


OT 


Thus Ramſey got rid of two of his Compani- 


ons, whom he gave up to ſave himſelf, and be. 
ing once more at Liberty, he ſought out his od 
Acquaintance Udal, whom he perſuaded to turn 
Evidence in order to fave himſelf, Udal did fo, 
and did not put Ramſey in his firſt Information, 
but afterwards in a ſecond One he ſerv'd him in 
his own Kind; for he inform'd againſt ahn 
Slade and Henry Fluellin. This Fluellin was an 
Acquaintance of Ramſey's, bur Ramſey fearing | 
UlaPs Intentions got out of the Way, ſo that he 
eſcaped for that Time; for Fluellin tax*d Udal on 


his Trial, of having made an Information to fave 


himſelf; but finding the People he informed a- 
gainſt cou'd not be taken, he made another, and 
put him and Slade into it, and that Car, who | 
was then in Newgate drew his Information, To | 


which Uadal replied, that Ramſey and he had got 
ſome Things from a Surgeon, and he was taken 
up on that Account, that while he was in Cuſto- 
dy, Ramſey and Fluellin ſent him a Letter, in 
which they promis'd him ſome Subſiſtence ; and 
that was the Reaſon he did not put them into the 
firſt Information. But when he was before Juſtice 


Margetts, he thought if he did not inform all he | 


knew, he would not admit his Information. LA 
himſelf ſome Time afterwards was hang'd for 2 
Robbery on the Highway, and then Raue 
thinking himſelf ſecure ventured to appear in 
Town; and what was ſtill more favourable to 
him his old Comrade Car died in Newgate. 
Upon his coming to Town, he fell into Ac. 
quaintance with Snowd and Wells. Sndwd and 
Ramſey applied to the Rev. Mr. Weley, one off 


the Leaders of the Methodifts, and making ule of 


all the ſtrain*d Cant, and forced Grimaces, which 


they had obſerved in ſeveral of his Follow 
the/ 


322 es ied 


(299) 


they informed him that they were willing to be 
received into his Society; accordingly they were, 
and behaved ſo well that they not only acquired 
the Good-will and Eſteem of ſeveral of the Siſters 
whom they careis'd like the reſt of their Brethren 
in all brotherly Love; but alſo were in ſuch Re- 
pute with their pretended Inſpired Paſtor that he 
entruſted them with Plates to collect the Fool's 
Pence at Briſtol, whither they had followed him; 
but all his Inſpiration cou*d not diſcover that they 
were a Couple of Thieves who intended to rob 
him, or rather his ſimple unthinking Followers, 
which they did to the Amount of about 307. and 
then they threw off the Foot-trav'ling Saists, and 
put on the Gallants, and bowPd up to Londen in 
a Chaiſe and Pair; Ramſey hath often declared, 
that he thought this a good Action, ſince it was 
but Tit for Tat. 

When they came to Town they changed their 
Names and took a large Houſe in Brook-ftreet, 
Groveſnor Square, which was furniſhed out for an 
Apothecary*s here they lived in a good Manner, 


ry, upon the Strength of this Shop, they got a 
very large. Credit, and had Houſehold Goods of 
all Sorts ſent in from various Tradeſmen; but as 
their Deſign was not to continue long there, they 
made Money of all that was brought in, and mov- 
ed off; Ramſey however cou'd not conceal him- 
| ſelf ſo much, but one of his Creditors found him 
out, and he was arreſted and thrown into the 
Manſbalſea. From the Time of quitting the 
Shop *till he was arreſted he lived in private Lodg- 
ings in Bandy Leg Walk in Southwark, with Mrs. 
(-, whom we mentioned before, who had left 
her Huſband ; the ſold Gin about the Streets, and 
Kamſey and Syowd us'd to go to Apothecary's 
Shops 


Snowd was a Surgeon, and Remſey an Apotheca- 
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Shops to ask Advice, and fo watch their Oppor- 
tunity to carry off a Cane, a Sword, a Hat, or 
what they cou'd : While he lived there with 
Mrs. C—#, he was charged with a Robbery on 
the Highway.— 

While Ramſey was confined in the Marſbalſea, 
Snowd, was charg'd with ſeveral Robberies on 
the Highway, and particularly Oue for which he 
was condemned, but obtained his Majeſty's Ro- 
yal Leave to tranſport himſelf for Life : But 
as Scwd lay ſometime before he cou'd obtain 
this Grace, and every body expected he wou'd be 
executed; the careful Retailer of Dying 
Speeches, and Midwife to the elaborate Works 
of Mother G—ie, finding Szowd not willing to 
give him an Account of what Robberies he had 
committed, or the Tranſactions of his Life ; and 
being informed that Ramſey had been very con- 
verſant with 8zowd thought him a proper Perſon 
to embelliſh his Newgate Biogtaphy, and accord- 
ingly applies to Him. Ramſey was as I have faid 
before in the Mar/halſea, in a very bad Condition, 
and there this Relief came at a very proper Time; 
| Ramſey drew up a long Detail of Facts, ſome bg 
true and ſome not; however they ſerved to fill : 
the Catalogue, the Printer was pleaſed to the b 
greateſt Degree, expecting that his then next J 
Dying Speech wou'd out ſell all their Predeceſſors, 
. when to his unexpected Grief Snoud was re- 
price ved, and the beſt Collection of Robberies he 
ever had put into his Hands were render*d intire- 
ly uſeleſs. Ramſey who had been handſomely 
rewarded for his Trouble repreſented to him that 
it wou'd be wrong to publiſh it as the Offenders 
had received his Majeſty's Clemency, and that 
ſuch an Indulgence might poſlibly make them 


think how to retreive the Credit they had loſt, 
which 


KS 


which -the publiſhing an Account of their Lives 
wou'd fix an indelible Blot on; and follow them 
whereſoever they went, The Ingenious Scizemilt 
replied, that he had no Intention to prejudice ei- 
ther Snowd or Wells; but he thought the Rob- 
beries they had committed were too good to be 
loſt, andtho? he couldmake no uſe of them on their 
Account, yet he did not doubt but he ſhou*d ſoon 
have ſome other noted Perſons under Cognizance, 
and this Liſt was ſo good, and ſo well drawn up 
that he cou*d furniſh three or four Heroes out of 
them, and by properly blending them make 
three good Dying Speeches, where otherwiſe he 
cou'd had but one. 

Robert Ramſey having now loſt all his former 
Acquaintance applied to his Brother John, who 
'till he was perſwaded by him had never enter- 
tained a Thought of following ſuch Courſes, but 
employed himſelf in the Buſineſs of Snuft-box- 
making, to which he ſerved his Time. John 
withſtood the Sollicitations for a conſiderable 
Time, but at length being prevailed upon by 
the golden Enticements of his Brother, he at 
length conſented, and firſt of all they went upon 
the ſame Lay as Sn d and he had done before, 
viz, Clacking the Doctor; but after this they went 
upon the SNeAk ; that is, they would walk up 
and down pretty ſoon in the Morning, when the 
Maid-ſervants us'd to be going of Errands, and 
leave the Doors a- jar; then Robert Ramſey us'd 
to go in, and Joby us'd to wait at the Door, in 
order to ftop the Servant if he ſaw her coming, 
and aſk her ſome frivolous Queſtion or other to 
ſtop them in the Street till his Brother Robert 
cou*d getout;ſometimes they went their Rounds a- 
bout Noon, with a green Bag like an Attorney 
and his Clerk, and when the Family were wich- 
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drawn, they would find an Opportunity to lip in 


and clear the Sideboard of the Plate. This Plate B 
they us'd to file the Arms out of, and then Mrs, 0 
C—1, or Fobn Ramſey us'd to ſell it. They had P, 


large Quantities by them ſometimes, and when 
they dined at their Lodgings wou'd ſet out a 
Sideboard of different Sorts of Plate. Robert 
Ramſey 'and his Miſtreſs had at one Time, two 
Dozen Pair of Candleſticks. This Plate they 
ſold at different Times in ſmall Parcels, and to 
different Silverſmiths. 

The moſt particular Facts which John Ramſey 
knows of, or has heard his Brother relate, are as 
follow : | 

One Saturday Morning, at a Houſe in Devon- 
Hire-ſireet, they perceived a Maid come out 
for ſome Sand, Robert Ramſey went in and found 


2 Silver Pint Mug full of Small Beer, he flung the nc 
Beer about the Parlour, and came out with the the 
Mug in his Handkerchief, They met the Maid fon 
returning withher Sand, but ſhe took noNotice of wit 


them, nor they of her. Their going always ve- 
ry well dreſs*d was often a Means of Nobody's 
ſuſpecting them. 


Some ſhort Time after, on a Saturday in the the! 
Afternoon, as they were going up North-ſtreet, Foc 
ied Lion Square, they ſaw a Maid waſhing a & t 
Parlour, and thought that there was ſomething Foo 
to be done there, but cou'd not tell how to get bes 
in; they watch'd till the Maid went down Stairs, Lea 
and then Robert Ramſey went in, and took a Sil- T 
ver-hilted Sword, and a Hanger ; theMaid came freq 
up and met him, he had got the Sword, c. un- grea 
der his Coat, and aſking for ſome feign'd Name lever 
he got off, but was frighted as he went along for unit 
the People ſpy*d him, and ſaid that Gentleman's Nun 
extravagant "4 he wears two Swords at a Time, uy 


when 
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nen he came into Lincolu's Inn, he gave his 
Brother Jobn the Hanger, they broke them both 
to Pieces, and ſold the Silver to a Silverſmith in 
Paternoſter Row. | 

Another Time they ſaw a Door a-jar in Sobo- 
guare, and a Duſt-Cart ftanding at the Door, 
they went in, and being well dreſs'd, the Duſt- 
man paſs'd by, bow*d and took no further No- 
tice of them; they took from thence three Sil- 
ver- hilted Swords, and a Golkd-headed Cane, 
which they ſold to a Goldſmith in Fleeiſtreet. 

One Morning laſt Summer, they were going a- 
long by Burlington: ſtreet, and ſaw a Footman 
come out and ſhut to a Door, Fohn Ram ſey 
vatch'd the Footman a greatDiſtance, and think- 
Ing he wou*d not return ſoon, they ventured in 
tney found nothing in the Parlour worth taking, 
and none of the Family as they thought were up, 
they went up Stairs, and opening a Door, they 
ound an old Lady at Prayers, ſhe roſe up, and 
without turning to fee who it was, ſaid, —yor may 
Omen John, and withdrew into another Apart- 
ment, Robert Ramſey went in, and took down a 
Gold Watch that hung upon a Sconce ; juſt as 
they were come down into the Hall they met the 
Footman, and telling him that they were direct- 
ed to that Houſe for the Lady Betty Gs, the 
footman informed them where it was, and they 
begg'd Pardon for their Miſtake, and took 

ave in a very complaiſant Manner. 

They had frequently obſerved as they went up 
vat Ryfſel Street, a Houſe where there was a 
eat Quantity of Plate; they had been there 
freral Times, but cou'd never find an Oppor- 
unity of getting into the Houfe there was ſuch a 
Number of Servants always about ; at laſt they 
aa Boy with a Bit of Bread and Butter 5 = 

an 
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Hand coming up the Steps of the Area + of 
the Kitchen, they aſk'd him if Mr, Jobn was Ml 
within, they happened to hit the right Name; 
for the Boy told them he had been ill ſome time if 
and ſpit Blood; then they aſk'd the Boy where 
the Apothecary lived, the Boy innocently told 
them where, and that his Name was Hyam, this 
was all they wanted, for the next Morning, Re. 
Bert Ramſey mixt up a Bottle of Stuff, and pre- 
tending he came from the Apothecary was ſhow'd | 
up to the ſick Servant; he ſaw a vaſt Quantity 
of Plate in the Kitchen, but could not poſſibly 
come at any, however he brought off as he came 
down Stairs two filver hilted Swords, a Steel-hilt- 
ed Sword inlaid with Gold, and two gold lac'd 
Waiſtcoats, the Waiſtcoats they kept, and wore, 
and the Swords they ſold for about gl. 

As they were going down Fleet-ſtreet one Even-f 
ing, they overtook an elderly Gentleman, who 
ſeem'd to be almoſt blind, for he run againſt a 
Poſt, they put him in the rightWay, and ſpeak- 
ing very courteouſly to him, he aſk'd them what 
it was a Cloek, they told him they believ'd it 
was paſt Nine: He ſaid, he muſt then go home, 
and his Man had got out of the Way, and that 
if they were going farther in the City he ſhould 
be oblig'd to them for leaning upon one of thelr 
Arms. Which they did, and he wou'd go 100 
the Roſe Tavern in Cheapfide, and give them 4 
Bottle of Wine; while he was there, he pull 
out a large Gold Watch, and deſired them to tell 
him what it was a-Clock ; Robert Ramſey took i 
to look at, got off the Outſide Caſe, and gave" 
him again; he put it up, and perceiv'd nothing 
of the Matter; they inſiſted upon ſeeing bin 


came there, the Centleman wou'd treat 1 
man wou d 5 
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vith another Bottle of Wine, and while he was 
gone to order it, they open'd a Drawer in the 
Room, and took out a Bag with 48 Guineas in 
it, then drank up the Bottle of Wine, and went 
o without Suſpicion. 

They obſerv'd inCheapfide of a Sunday, a Coun- 
tr;-looking Servant Wench gaping out of a Win- 
dow; they knock*d at the Door, and aſk*d if 
Mr. John was within; the Girl anſwer'd, that he 
was gone to Church with his Maſter, oh ! ſays 
Ramſey, we muſt ſee him by all Means for *tis 
Bufineſs of great Importance. Well, replies the 
Girl, if you are in ſuch main Haſte, I'll ſtep and 
all kim out of Church, if you'll walk in and ſtay 
+bit : They preſs'd her to it by all Means, but 
while ſhe was gone, they went up Stairs, and 
took 67 Guineas out of a Bureau, a Three Pint 
Silver Tankard, and five large Silver Spoons, 
and came out before the Maid returned. 

Seeing a Houſe to be let near Gloucefter-ſtreet, 
Ween-Square, they went to enquire according to 
the Directions of the Bill (they were then as Law- 
fers with their green Bag) an old Scotch Woman 
come to the Door, They told her their Buſineſs, ſhe 
ak} them into the Parlour ; while ſhe went to 
all her Miſtreſs, they were very expeditious and 
dear'd the Beaufet of 357. worth of Plate and 
ſome China, and walk'd off without taking the 
Houſe, 

They took a large Pair of Silver Candleſtieks, 
«Quart Cup, and a Pepper Caſter from a Houſe 
In Red. lion. ſtreet. | 

Nor were their Exploits without a Mixture of 
Amours, tho? they always made their Love ſub- 
ervient to their Intereſt ; once in particular, 
they took a Turn to Greenwich in Holiday-time, 


nd there their Appearance and Addreſs recom- 
mended 


a 
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mended them to a Bakers Wife, and a Servant 
Maid in B—/7s Buildings, the Reſult of which! 
was, that one made the honeſt Baker enter thel 
horned Herd, and the other profeſſing Courtſhipf 
to the Maid, vilited her ſeveral Times, *till hel 
got an Opportunity of taking ſome Guineas out! 
of a Drawer, and then her Maſter loſt his Mo. 
ney, and ſhe her Sweetheart both together, 
Seeing a Door open in New Bond Street, Ro. 
bert Ramſey went in, and found a Lady faſt aſleep 
over her Work, and brought away a Silver Tea- 
Kettle, Stand and three new Holland Shirts, which 


Once in Red Lion Square, they ſaw a charming 
Gold-headed Cane ſtand in the Window, but 
they cou*d not tell how to come at itz they imme. 
diately began as if they were at Play together, 
and Jobn threw his Hat down the Area, and 
knock*d to beg the Footman to give it him up #- 
gain, while the Footman was gone for it, Robert 
whips up the Cane, and even ftood talking to the 
Footman with it in his Hand, yet went off un- 
diſcovered. 

The laſt Robbery Ramſey committed was 
at Mr. Ghw''s in Hatten Garden, in Company 
with his Brother, they were narrowly watch'd, 
Ramſey had the Fortune to eſcape but the Brother 
being follow'd from Place to Place, was at hl 
taken at a Public Houſe in Curfitors Alley, from 
whence he was carried before Col. Deveil and cha- 
ged with the Fact, he perſiſted in denying that he 
was any Ways concerned in a Robbery but being 
taken a- part, and led by Perſwaſion as well 5 
intimidated by Threats he conſented to become 
an Evidence; and as the World perhaps ma 
reflect upon him, as being a Witne ſs againſt 1 
own Brother, to obviate ſuch Reflections it 1 
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be neceſſary to conſider, that not only the natu- 
ral Regard which every Man hath to the Preſer- 
vation of his own Life induced him thereto, but 
that both he and his Brother had been threaten'd 
by a Woman whom his Brother kept Compan 

with z as likewiſe that his Brother himſelf had 
once made himſelf an Evidence before; he 
therefore conciuded that as then an Opportunity 
offered, his beſt Way was to make a full Diſco- 
very and Confeſſion of all the Facts wherein he 
had been concerned and determine to amend his 
Life for the future. As a farther Inſtance of 
which he offers this to the Publick, in order to 
deter other unwary Youths from being drawn in 
b the like Misfortunes; Robert Ramſey being an 
Inſtance how a Lad endow'd with good natural 
Parts, happy in a liberal Education, a genti le 

Perſon, and Addreſs may apply them to the worſt 
a Uſes and at laſt end in Ignominy. As likewiſe 
0 aſſure them that however ſucceſsful Villany 
my be for ſome Time, it is at laſt ſure to be at- 
knded with Ruin and Deſtruction. Nor was 
ws his only Motive in communicating theſe 
Innſactions to the World. Far from deſigning 
ball any Reflections on the Memory of his un- 
Dy Brother, he has ſuffer'd the Puniſhment 
uch the Law inflicts on Crimes like his, and 
th him let his Faults be buried, but; as many 
mocent Perſons have been prejudiced by them, 
thinks it a Duty incumbent on him, and in 
Mr to make all the Repartation in his Power, 
* theſe Crimes ſhould be laid open te the 
Wd, fince many of them were committed in 
"a Manner that the Blame might be laid on 
eenelt Servant, who was indeed no otherwiſe 
"alt, than by being too Careleſs ; If therefore 
Malter or Miſtreſs have entertained any Suſ- 
F picion 


nd 
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picion of their Servants. on that Account, it is to 
be hoped that upon Peruſal hereof thoſe only will 
be blamed who deſerve it, tho? he thinks it will 
not be amiſs to give a Caution to Servants, Maids 
eſpecially to make their Motging Errands ſhorter 
or better ſecure their Doors finte moſt of the Facts 
wherein he and his Brother were concerned, were 
committed, during the Morning Salutations of 
Maid Servants to their Neighbours at the Chand. 
ler*s Shops. I wats 
After Ramſey's Condemnation a Petition was 
preſented to his Majeſty in which Mr. Glyn the 
MESS was ſo good as to Join; but his 
Crimes were of ſuch a Nature, and had been 
carried on ſo long, that they left no Room for 
Royal Clemency, to ſfterpoſe in his Behalf ; ac 
cordingly He was executed at Tyburn on Medi 
, w the 13th of Jan. 1741. His Body was convey: 

thenee by his Friends#o a Houſe in Gil. 
Street where it lay *till Friday Evening and vs 
then interred at St, Mary Staining's near Goldſmitl 
Hall. Wich his laſt Words he defired that l 
fatal Cataſtrophe might be ſet up as an Exanps 
to the unwary Youths of this City how they 8" 
Way to the pernicious Cuſtom of Gaming, 0 
articularly that they avoid that Gulph of U 
ſtruction the Place = $a. it is ſo much encu7 
ged in Covent Garden, to which he declared a 
aſcribed the Source of his Misfortunes and the 
Cauſe of his untimely End. | 
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